
➢ Punishment for unsafe food 

Any person who, whether by himself or by any other person on his behalf, manufactures 

for sale or stores or sells or distributes or imports any article of food for human consumption 

which is unsafe, shall be punishable,– 

(i) where such failure or contravention does not result in injury, with imprisonment 

for a term which may extend to six months and also with fine which may extend 

to one lakh rupees; 

(ii) where such failure or contravention results in a non-grievous injury, with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year and also with fine which 

may extend to three lakh rupees;  

(iii) where such failure or contravention results in a grievous injury, with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to six years and also with fine which 

may extend to five lakh rupees;  

(iv) where such failure or contravention results in death, with imprisonment for a 

term which shall not be less than seven years but which may extend to 

imprisonment for life and also with fine which shall not be less than ten lakh 

Rupees. 

 

➢ Punishment for interfering with seized items 

If a person without the permission of the Food Safety Officer, retains, removes or 

tampers with any food, vehicle, equipment, package or labelling or advertising material or 

other thing that has been seized under this Act, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for 

a term which may extend to six months and also with fine which may extend to two lakh 

rupees. 

 

➢ Punishment for false information 

 

If a person, in connection with a requirement or direction under this Act, provides any 

information or produces any document that the person knows is false or misleading, he shall 

be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to three months and also with 

fine which may extend to two lakh rupees. 

 

➢ Punishment for obstructing or impersonating a Food Safety Officer 

 

If a person without reasonable excuse, resists, obstructs, or attempts to obstruct, 

impersonate, threaten, intimidate or assault a Food Safety Officer in exercising his functions 

under this Act, he shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

three months and also with fine which may extend to one lakh rupees. 

 

 

 

 



➢ Punishment for carrying out a business without licence 

If any person or food business operator (except the persons exempted from licensing 

under sub-section (2) of section 31 of this Act), himself or by any person on his behalf who is 

required to obtain licence, manufacturers, sells, stores or distributes or imports any article of 

food without licence, shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 

six months and also with a fine which may extend to five lakh rupees. 

 

➢ Punishment for subsequent offences 

(l) If any person, after having been previously convicted of an offence punishable under this      

Act subsequently commits and is convicted of the same offence, he shall be liable to—  

(i) twice the punishment, which might have been imposed on a first conviction, 

subject to the punishment being maximum provided for the same offence;  

(ii) a further fine on daily basis which may extend up to one lakh rupees, where the 

offence is a continuing one; and  

(iii) his licence shall be cancelled. 

(2) The Court may also cause the offender’s name and place of residence, the offence and the 

penalty imposed to be published at the offender’s expense in such newspapers or in such 

other manner as the court may direct and the expenses of such publication shall be deemed 

to be part of the cost attending the conviction and shall be recoverable in the same manner 

as a fine. 

 

➢ Magistrate’s power to impose enhanced punishment 

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 29 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 

1973 (2 of 1974), it shall be lawful for the court of ordinary jurisdiction to pass any sentence 

authorised by this Act, except a sentence of imprisonment for a term exceeding six years in 

excess of his powers under the said section. 

 

 

 


