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New Delhi: The consumer af-
fairs ministry has asked e-
commerce major Amazon In-
dia to pay a fine of Rs 75,000
for not providing the details
of ‘country of origin’ of prod-
ucts displayed on its plat-
form. This is the first such
penalty that the government
has imposed on an e-com-
merce player under The Le-
gal Metrology (Packaged
Commodity) Rules, which
came into effect in 2018.

“If youare willing to close
the matter departmentally,
you can compound the case as
per section 48(1) of the Act on
payment for credit to the gov-
ernment an amount of Rs
25,000 each on behalf of each
director plus Rs 25,000 on be-
half of the company,” the le-

gal metrology department
wrote to Amazon Seller Ser-
vices last week. It added that
in case thfe company failed to
giveasatisfactory reply with-
insevendays, the department

will be “constrained to initi-
ate” prosecution proceedings
against thefirmand all the di-
rectors at a competent court
withoutany further notice.

- Sources said the depart-
ment has found two directors
responsible for the violation.
Earlier, the department had
slapped notices on Amazon
India and Flipkart for violat-
ingthe ruleson October16.

The department, in its

‘LESSON FOR
OTHER FIRMS’

communication last week,
has mentioned that the com-
pany, in its reply, had admit-
ted that the information re-
garding the country of origin
of products was not provided
on the e-commerce platform
by its sellers. :
A government source said
the issue is not about the pen-
alty amount alone, it is about
sending a message to other €
commerce firms that they
need to comply with rules.




